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Glossary of College Terms

Academic Advisor: A trained professional who helps students
decide what courses to take, clarifies degree requirements, and aids
in assessing progress toward degree and certificate completion.
Academic advisors are available to assist students in person at the
Belleville and Sam Wolf Granite City campuses as well as provide
assistance remotely through Teams and via email.

Accreditation: The certification that a school or program meets a
set of quality standards. SWIC is accredited by the Higher Learning
Commission, one of six regional accreditation associations in the
United States. In addition, many SWIC programs are individually
accredited by professional organizations.

Adjunct Instructor: A faculty member who is employed by
the college to teach on a part-time basis. These instructors often
currently work in the field in which they are teaching.

Admission Requirements: The educational background and/or
academic abilities that a student must demonstrate before being
fully admitted into a particular instructional program. PLEASE
NOTE THAT ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS DO NOT
PREVENT A STUDENT FROM ENROLLING AT SWIC. For
more information about admission requirements, see the Admission
Information section in this catalog.

Adult Education: Courses and programs designed to enable
students to improve basic literacy skills, earn a high school
equivalency credential, obtain vocational training or improve their
English skills as an English as a Second Language learner.

Advanced Placement (AP): A program of college-level courses
offered to advanced high school students that leads to a final exam
administered by the College Entrance Examination Board. SWIC
will grant credit to students who achieve scores of three or higher
on the final exams. See the Advanced Placement section.

Articulation Agreements: An arrangement between two
educational institutions that defines a process for the equating
of their courses for transfer purposes. SWIC has articulation
agreements with many colleges and universities.

Associate Degree: A type of college degree offered by community
colleges throughout the United States. At SWIC, most associate
degrees consist of three parts: general education requirements,
major requirements and electives.

Associate in Applied Science (AAS): An associate degree that is
designed to prepare students to enter the job market immediately
after graduation. Students in “career” or “occupational” programs
are generally working toward the completion of AAS degrees.

Associate in Arts (AA): An associate degree that provides the first
two years of study for students who plan to pursue a bachelor’s
degree in the areas of Business, Communications, Education,
Humanities or the Social Sciences.

Associate in Engineering Science (AES): An associate degree that
provides the first two years of study for students who plan to pursue
a bachelor’s degree in the area of Engineering or another closely

related field.

Associate in Fine Arts (AFA): An associate degree that provides the
first two years of study for students who plan to pursue a bachelor’s
degree in the areas of Art, Music Education or Music Performance.

SOUTHWESTERN ILLINOIS COLLEGE 2024-2025

Associate in General Studies (AGS): An associate degree for
students whose interests and educational objectives do not fall
within either a traditional transfer or occupational program.

Associate in Science (AS): An associate degree that provides

the first two years of study for students who plan to pursue a
bachelor’s degree in areas such as Biology, Environmental Science,
Mathematics, Chemistry or Physics.

Bachelor’s Degree: A degree awarded by a college or university
to a person who has completed undergraduate studies in a specific
subject. Also known as a four-year degree. SWIC does not award
Bachelor Degrees.

Career Programs: One- or two-year occupational programs
leading directly to employment. Students completing one-year
career programs receive Certificates of Completion; students
completing two-year programs receive the Associate in Applied
Science degree.

Career/Technical Programs: Academic programs that prepare
students to enter the workforce immediately after graduation.

Certificates: Academic programs ranging from 2 to 59 semester
credits that provide students with the basic skills necessary to gain
entry-level employment in a specific career field.

College Level Examination Program (CLEP): A series of exams
administered by the College Level Examination Board that is
designed to assess students’ college-level knowledge and skills.
CLEP exams are of two types, General and Course Specific. Please
see the CLEP section of this catalog.

Coordinator: A faculty member who is designated as the academic
leader of a specific set of career programs.

Course: A particular component of a subject selected for study. A
course is identified by a course number: for example, ENG 101 or

PSYC 151.

Course Description: Information about a course, including its
semester credits, requisites (if any), general requirements and the
subject areas it covers. Course descriptions can be found in the
Course Description Guide section of this catalog.

Course Fee: A charge in addition to tuition costs to cover supplies
or equipment usage in a classroom.

Course Load: The number of semester credits a student carries in a
given semester.

Curriculum: A group of courses planned to lead to some specific
competence in a field of study and to a certificate or associate
degree. For example, a computer science curriculum.

Dean: The administrative leader of the faculty for a specific
academic division of the college.

Department Chair: A faculty member who is designated as
the academic leader of the faculty in a transfer-oriented college
department.
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Glossary of College Terms (continued)

Developmental Course: A pre-college-level course numbered less
than 100 that develops skills in reading, writing, or mathematics,
and prepares students for college-level English or mathematics.
Credits earned in developmental courses do not count toward
graduation but may meet the math requirements for some
occupational programs.

Drop for Nonpayment: Failure to pay in full or to make the
required down payment for tuition and fees by a specified due date
may result in your class(es) being dropped.

Dual Credit: A college course offered at the high school campus
during normal school hours. Through a partnership agreement
with the high school, students earn both high school and college
credit simultaneously. There is no fee for these courses to the
high school or the students. Students must meet minimum
requirements to enroll in these classes.

Dual Enrollment: High school students meeting minimum
requirements as established by the SWIC Board of Trustees who
enroll in traditional college courses offered online or on any
campus. All college fees and tuition are applicable.

Elective: Any course not specifically required for a program of
study but counting as credit toward a degree or certificate.

ESL: An acronym for English as a Second Language. Describes
courses or programs designed to develop proficiency in the use of
English for a person whose first language is not English.

eSTORM Services: The Southwestern Total Online Records
Management service allows students to log on and enroll, drop
classes, make a payment, view or print their course schedule, verify
enrollment, view final grade report and unofficial transcripts, and
manage account statement.

Financial Aid: Financial aid, in its simplest definition, is financial
assistance intended to aid students in reaching their educational
goals. This assistance may come in a variety of forms such as
grants, scholarships, work-study and loan programs. Information
about financial aid programs at SWIC can be found in the
Financial Aid and Scholarships section of this catalog.

Financial Aid Advisor: A trained professional who assists
students in applying for financial aid and interpreting financial aid
information.

Full-Time Student: A student enrolled in at least 12 semester
credits during the fall or spring semester, or at least six semester
credits during the summer term. For financial aid purposes, a
student must be enrolled in 12 semester credits to receive a full-
time award.

General Education: The required component of each associate
degree program that develops breadth of knowledge and the
communication skills essential to more complex and in-depth
learning throughout life. The academic disciplines comprising the
general education curriculum are communications, mathematics,
the physical and life sciences, the humanities and fine arts, and the
social sciences.
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Grade Point Average (GPA): A student’s grade point average is

a measure of a student’s academic achievement in college-level
courses. A student’s GPA at SWIC is calculated by multiplying the
credits each course is worth by the grade points (A=4, B=3, C=2,
D=1, F=0) earned for the course, then dividing the total grade
points carned by the total number of hours attempted, excluding
those courses in which a grade of I, W, PR, AU, CR, PC, SC and
P was received. Note that courses numbered below 100 are not
considered when calculating the SWIC cumulative grade point
average regardless of the grade received.

Graduation Requirements: The designated set of courses that
must be successfully completed in order for a student to earn a
particular associate degree or certificate.

Grant: A type of financial aid, commonly referred to as “gift aid,”
because it does not have to be repaid. This aid type is usually based
on need. See the Financial Aid and Scholarships section of this
catalog for more information.

High School Equivalent: The classes offered to help students
who have not completed their formal high school education.
These classes prepare students for the High School Equivalency
Exam. With the High School Equivalency Certificate, students
qualify for admission to colleges or other educational institutions,
fulfill requirements of local or state licensing boards, and meet
educational qualifications for induction into the armed services.

Human Well-Being: A field of study that emphasizes increasing
knowledge, applying skills and developing lifelong habits for
health.

Hybrid Classes: Classes in which students complete some class
hours by way of the internet and meet in a classroom setting for
the remaining hours.

Illinois Articulation Initiative (IAl): A statewide agreement

that facilitates the transfer of general education and major course
credits between two- and four-year colleges and universities. For
more details about the IAl, see the Transfer Information section of
this catalog.

IAl General Education Core Curriculum (1Al GECC): Successful
completion of this set of 12 to 13 courses (37 to 41 credits)

at SWIC will guarantee satisfaction of all lower-level general
education requirements upon transfer to any participating college
or university in Illinois.

International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme (DP):
Diploma Programme curricula is for students aged 16-19. It
includes a wide variety of subjects. SWIC will grant credit for DP
courses when students provide official documentation for scores of
four or better to Enrollment Services.

Joint Agreement: A resident of Community College District
522 desiring to enroll in a curriculum or program not available at
SWIC may attend another community college in Illinois which
offers that curriculum as long as a joint agreement is approved.

Major: A field of study in which a student specializes.

Off-Campus Sites: A location separate from the three SWIC
campuses, such as a high school or community center, within
Community College District No. 522, where the college offers
college-credit and noncredit courses.
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Glossary of College Terms (continued)

Online Classes: Classes in which students complete their course-
work by way of the internet. It should be noted that some online
instructors require students to participate in on-campus orientation
and/or take exams on campus or at an approved testing site.

Part-Time Student: A student enrolled in fewer than 12 semester
credits during the fall or spring semester, or fewer than six semester
credits during the summer term. For financial aid purposes, a
student must be enrolled in six semester credits to be considered
part time during the summer term.

Placement Test: SWIC uses computerized assessments of students’
reading, writing and math skill levels to assist in the placement

of students into courses appropriate to their current academic
abilities.

Refund Period: A limited time frame (within 8 calendar days

of start of class) in which students may officially drop classes and
receive a full or partial refund/credit. Specific information may be
found each semester online at swic.edu/refund-policy.

Registration: The process of selecting courses, completing

college forms, and paying tuition and fees, all of which should be
completed prior to the beginning of classes each semester. For more
information, see the Registration section of this catalog.

Requisites: Requirements that must be met and/or courses that
must be taken to enroll in a specific course. Requisites for each
course are listed as part of its course description in the Course
Description Guide of this catalog.

Running Start: A program through which highly qualified high
school juniors and seniors earn their high school diploma and
community college associate degree concurrently.

Scholarships: Monetary awards given to students in recognition
of outstanding academic achievement and/or financial need. More
information about scholarships is available in the Financial Aid and
Scholarships section of this catalog.

Semester: An academic period of study. At SWIC, fall and spring
semesters are each 16 weeks in length. Summer terms, on the other
hand, are only eight weeks long so weekly class times are doubled.

Semester Credits: Units of measurement of academic credit,
usually determined by the number of hours a class meets per week,
earned at SWIC during periods of study that are 16 weeks in
length or the equivalent, such as the accelerated summer session.

State Seal of Biliteracy: Southwestern Illinois College will accept
the State Seal of Biliteracy as equivalent to two years of foreign
language coursework taken during high school if a student’s high
school transcript indicates that he or she will be receiving or has
received the State Seal of Biliteracy.

Student Loan: An awarding of money to students in need of
financial assistance that must be repaid. For more details about
student loans, see the Financial Aid and Scholarships section of this
catalog.

Syllabus: A summary or list of the main topics of a course of
study, text or lecture usually given to students by each instructor at
the beginning of each semester.
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TBA (To Be Arranged): Courses for which the meeting days,
times, and/or locations have not been established at the time the
Semester Class Schedule goes to print or is posted on the website.
Students should contact the applicable instructor, department

or program to obtain more information about courses listed as
TBA Online courses also have a TBA listed on the printed course
schedule, but online courses require no specific days or times for
students to attend.

Transcript: An official document that is the record of a student’s
academic performance. It includes the courses taken, the grades
earned, and the cumulative grade point average.

Transfer Student: A student who plans to transfer to a four-year
college or university in order to earn a bachelor’s degree. While
at SWIC, transfer students generally pursue one of the following
degrees: Associate in Arts, Associate in Fine Arts, Associate in
Science, or Associate in Engineering Science. However, students
who earn an Associate of Applied Sciences also can transfer.

Tuition: The amount of money charged to a student for each class,
usually per semester credits. For more information about tuition,
see the Tuition section of this catalog.

University Transfer: A degree that is the first two years of study
toward a bachelor’s degree. It is designed to transfer credits in a
specific field of study to a four-year academic institution.

Video Conference Classes: College-level classes that are taught
simultaneously at multiple sites and linked through two-way audio
and video communication. The instructor of a video conference
class teaches directly to students at one site while students at

other sites participate fully in the class via telecommunication
connections.

Web-Enhanced Classes: Classes in which students meet in

a classroom setting during all class hours, but make use of the
internet for communication, out-of-class assignments and/or
learning resources.

Wellness Advocates: Wellness Advocates assist students in
becoming successful learners by helping them develop strategies
to address issues that could potentially impede their success.
Health and wellness services include personal counseling, crisis
intervention, referral to campus and community resources,
development of stress and time management techniques, wellness
and positive lifestyles programs, and prevention programming,.

Work-Study: A program funded by the federal government

and the college in order to provide part-time student work
opportunities at each campus. Full- and part-time students in

need of financial assistance may apply for work-study. More details
about work-study are available in the Financial Aid and Scholarships
section of this catalog.
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Frequently Called Telephone Numbers at the College

Belleville Campus 618-235-2700
Red Bud Campus 618-282-6682
Sam Wolf Granite City Campus 618-931-0600
East St. Louis Community College Center .........ccoccuunee. 618-874-6592

TOLL FREE FROM ILLINOIS .866-942-SWIC (7942)

OFFICE EXTENSION
Academic Advising Belleville 5186
Academic Advising Sam Wolf Granite City.....c.couwrmreemereesenees 7331
Adult Education and Literacy......coeee... 5258/7397/8001/874-6277
Alternative Transportation System 239-0749
AmeriCorps 5711
Art Center, William & Florence Schmidt ......cccooeeveneccunnnee 5278 (5ART)
Athletics 5271
Bookstore Belleville 5334
Bookstore Sam Wolf Granite City 7379
Cafe Belleville 5549
Career Services 5562
College Activities 5561
Community Education 5393
Computer Support Help Desk 4357 (HELP)
Disability & Access Center 5368
Dual Credit 5709
Enrollment Services 5455
eSTORM Help Line 222-SWIC (7942)
Faculty Development 5440
Faculty Technology 5737
Financial Aid 5288
Foundation scholarships 5493
High School Diploma Program.........c..cccce... 5525/7397/8001/874-6277
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Scott Air Force Base Office

618-746-4200

SAFB National Testing Center

or 618-746-2166
618-641-6677

Programs and Services for Older Persons...............

Belleville Campus TDD

....... 618-234-4410

618-234-3347

OFFICE

EXTENSION

Human Resources

5372

Industrial Technology Center

7475

5737

Instructional Technology
Library Belleville

5204

Library Red Bud

8190

Library Sam Wolf Granite City

7354

Online Learning

5737

5367

Payment Information
Programs & Services for Older Persons

7011

5258

Public Information and Marketing
Public Safety

5221/7372

Registration Information

Running Start

5217/6615/8114
5064

Schmidt Art Center

5278 (5ART)

Student Accounts

Success Centers

Testing Centers
Transcripts

5367/6640/8114
5495/7307/8138
5551/7364/8134
5455

TRIO Student Support Services

7443

Tuition information

Veteran Services

5367/6640/8114
5288/7336

WIOA Services

5562

SOUTHWESTERN ILLINOIS COLLEGE
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Frequently Asked Questions

«  How much is tuition at the college?
See the Tuition and Fees section of this catalog or
swic.edu/tuition-fees for updated information.

«  What other costs are there?

Other expenses to consider are course fees for consumables or First
Day Program textbook fees and technology fee. More information
is available in the Fees section of this catalog.

«  Will my classes transfer to another college or university?
Many SWIC courses are intended to transfer. These courses are
identified in the Course Description Guide with the letter T, though
many C (Career) courses transfer. For specific information about
transferring, see an academic advisor prior to choosing your classes
each semester. Also see the Transfer Information section in this
catalog or visit itransfer.org for additional information.

« How can | get help with college expenses?

Refer to the Scholarships, Financial Assistance, WIOA, and Career
Services sections in this catalog to check eligibility for SWIC
scholarships, community scholarships, transfer scholarships,
veterans services, student employment and/or state and federal

financial aid.

«  Are there services available to adults returning to SWIC
after their traditional college years are behind them?
Refer to WIOA and Career Services. Personal Advocate Linking
Services (PALS) supports and encourages all students’ endeavors
toward academic and career success. There are personal advocates
at all campuses and they support students with their successful
transition into college. The program also encourages ongoing
support to current students for completion of personal and
academic goals.

«  Where can | go for assistance in finding a job while

I'm a student?
Assistance is available from both the Financial Aid Office (on-
campus jobs) and the Career Services Office (off-campus jobs).
Career Services provides job search assistance such as resume
and portfolio preparation, interviewing skills, and many other
workforce readiness skills.

« Aretutoring services available?

Free tutoring is offered in the Success Centers at campuses either

in-person or via online for current SWIC students enrolled in the
course for which they seek tutoring. Tutor schedules are available

at cach of the Success Centers and at swic.edu/successcenter/.

+ How do | request accommodations for a disability?

SWIC is committed to providing equal access to qualified students
with disabilities. Contact the Disability & Access Center to
request and receive accommodations and support services.

«  What types of extracurricular activities are offered?
Educational and cultural events and a wide variety of clubs and
organizations are available at SWIC for students, faculty, staff and
the community. A broad range of intercollegiate and intramural
athletics are available also.

SOUTHWESTERN ILLINOIS COLLEGE 2024-2025

«  What are the different types of degrees offered at the college?
The degrees available to students who plan to complete a bachelor’s
degree after transferring to another college or university are the
Associate in Arts, Associate in Fine Arts, Associate in Engineering
Science and Associate in Science. The degree available to students
who plan to enter the workforce immediately upon graduation is
the Associate in Applied Science. For additional information about
degrees as well as certificate programs, see the SW/C Programs
section in this catalog.

«  What is the average class size at SWIC?
While class sizes vary, the student/teacher ratio is 18-to-1, which
makes it easy to get individual attention from your instructors.

+  How do | know which classes to take first?

Academic advisors are available to assist in selecting classes each
semester. Visit Career Services to take interest assessments to help
determine with path is right for you!

« Howdoget a Student ID number?

Your Student ID number will be generated upon completion of
your New Student Information Form. If you complete the form
online, you will receive an email confirmation with this number.
You can request your student ID number at the eSTORM login
page or access the student ID number request form at
estorm.swic.edu or in person with a photo ID. You need a student
ID number to access your student email.

« Dol need a StudentID card and, if so, where do | get one?
SWIC students are entitled to an identification card. The
identification card is optional but is required to receive the
following services: Library card/Internet access, open computer
lab access, discounts at the bookstore and Café (when offered),
College Activities reduced purchases, free pass to Athletic events,
ridership on the St. Clair County District Transit Authority
MetroBus and MetroLink, Madison County Transit Bus System,
book buyback, etc. Identification cards are available through the
Public Safety office at the Belleville and Sam Wolf Granite City
campuses, and at the Student Development Office at the Red Bud
Campus.

« Howdo I get my transcript?

Students may request transcripts through the college website
(swic.edu). Students can also request an official transcript
via eSTORM services. For more information, see the College
Transcriprs section in this catalog.

« Whatis SWIC Alert?

This free emergency alert system sends text messages and/or
emails to students and employees. Text messaging is an opt-in
notification system where a text message can be received on your
mobile phone. SWIC does not charge for this service; however,
the only cost is what the cell phone carrier charges to receive text
messages. You may choose to receive text messages or emails for
a specific campus or all campuses. Once enrolled, your account
is active for one year. You will receive notice 30 days before your
enrollment will expire.
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Frequently Asked Questions (continued)

«  How do Isign up for SWIC Alert?

Log in to your eSSTORM account at estorm.swic.edu; click Main
Menu in the upper left; scroll over SWIC Alert and choose SWIC
Alert Signup

«  How canfind out if the college is closed or has a delayed
opening due to inclement weather?

Information regarding the use of the Snow Schedule or closure
due to weather conditions will be sent via SWIC Alert, posted on
the college’s homepage and broadcast on these stations:

Television Radio Website

FOX 2 (KTVI) KMOX-AM 1120 swic.edu
KMOV-TV Channel 4 WHCO-AM 1230 facebook.com/swic.
edu

KSDK-TV Channel 5 WIL92.3

See the College Closing Policy section of this catalog for more
details.

Students may sign up on eSTORM for SWIC Alert, an
emergency alert system designed to notify students and employees
by email or text message of campus closure due to inclement
weather or other emergencies.

« Canltake college classes if 'm still in high school?

High school students age 16 and older who have authorization to
participate in college courses and programs may enroll. See the
General Admission section in this catalog for more information.

«  Wheredo | get a parking permit?

For students, faculty and staff, parking is by permit only on the
Belleville and Sam Wolf Granite City campuses. Permits are

free and are issued by the Public Safety departments on those
campuses or through the Student Development Office at the Red
Bud Campus. Students attending the East St. Louis Community
College Center must obtain a SWIC parking permit for that site.
SWIC parking permits can be obtained in Bldg. A, Room 1003.
For more information, see the Parking/Traffic Enforcement section
in this catalog.

« When do I apply for graduation?

Students need to apply for graduation by the following dates:
Oct. 15 for fall graduation; Feb. 15 for spring graduation; June
15 for summer graduation.
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The William and Florence
Schmidt Art Center

Spanning 6500 square feet, the William and Florence Schmidt
Art Center, located on the Belleville campus of Southwestern
linois College, facilitates visual literacy through exhibitions of
art and cultural artifacts while igniting inspiration, imparting
knowledge, and fostering connections between the college and the
local community.

‘Throughout the year, the Schmidt Art Center presents an array of
exhibits featuring artwork created by established professionals and
emerging artists from the metro area and beyond. The center also
hosts cultural events, collaborating with professional artists, poets,
and musicians. With a collection of over nine hundred works, the
Schmidt Art Center holds the most extensive art collection of any
two-year college in Illinois, encompassing paintings, photographs,
sculptures, and artifacts.

The Schmidt Art Center offers various non-credit courses through
the Schmidt Art Center Academy, which invites the community
to explore creativity and engage with like-minded individuals.
From the captivating lens of digital photography to the intricate
threads of sewing to the immersive realms of book clubs and
more, it establishes an environment where artistic discovery and
connectivity flourish.

Whether you're looking to develop your artistic abilities, engage
with a creative community, or appreciate the beauty of art,

the Schmidt Art Center provides a welcoming and enriching
experience.

618-222-5278

www.swic.edu/theschmidt
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